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ffiecting everyorle ffiue smfetry

5acramento Bee/RandaLl Be.iton
Voluilteers, lrom left, Lynda Toenyes, Diana Bradham, Phyllis Dowers-Leahy and, fore8round, Lucinda Seaton, assemble evacuatiotr kits llonday at the Red Cross
olfice in Sacramento. About lO,OO0 packages have been puttogether, and plans call for their distribution beginnine Sept. 1 1 - shottly before the rainy season-

Groups' disaster kits will help
r the vulnerable

t ]y Phi l l ip Ree se
BITSl 'AFFWRITER

If  h l l re ycJr s i r .c I  lur  r i . . ,nn K, '1 i l i l  1

I  lef t  .err"  of  t l rousrnds of  rcsider ls -
Inrost ly t l rccldnr ly,  puur rrrdr j isair led
- stran( ied in the drelched ci ty of New
OrleaDs, Sacranlenlo County of l ic ials
have warned they l ikely could nol evacu-
ate everyone who would necd help i f  a
large i lood hi t  here.

Concerned, the local Anerican l led
Cross chapter ar id a new group c.r l led
Cit izen Voice rvent to work, arrd thc
results wi l l  be annourced loday: a ki t  to
heip the vulnerable Bet out of  their

;,.!'

HOW TO 6ET THE'SAFEIY OUT'KIT

Starting SepL I 1 , residerls can get the kit assembied by
the American Red Cfoss a[d Cit [en Voice. l t  includes:

o A felr iger atof nragnel book etwith evacuat ion
i f fornrat ion nnd a place tof iesldenb to wri te down the
nanes of fr ierds and larrily who can help lhem leave.
o A door hangef lhat lets enrefgency officials know
whetheryou have lel tyouf fesidence orneed help
6 Fouf [ ] lornlal ion sl leels tof  l r ie i lds and lamily who can
netp yOu ln ail efnefgeilcy
. A wal let  card wi lh i l r lormatioi l  about evacual ing
, A slorage llag lor flredrcine, cfitica infofnlatron and
other essenlrals.

J0 getthe ki ts,  resldents can
. Go online to vw.citizenvoice org
o Cal l  Cit izer Voice at (9 I  6) 503-3 I  94.
o Go tot i re A[]ef ican Red Cross headquartefsat
Volunteer Ldre, neaf Walt  Avenue and Folsom
Boulevard

it a tlood hits
homes in a disaster.

I lcxls in the l ( i l  include a water proof
paper doorknob lrauger t l lat  says 'Safely

Out" oD ore s ide ard "Need I le lp" on
the other -  to siBnal enrer8ercy off ic ials
whether residel l ts Deed assistance.

Also included is a refr iSerator maBnet
to relr ind the disabied residents, or
anyone assist i rB lhem, of three or [our
people who have agreed to help ther l l
leave their  horr le.

That nragnet is necessary, of f ic ials
say, because i t 's  Dot sale to count en-
t i rely oD the Bovernne|t  dur irg a disas-
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Krfiss Citlr's stiil working o{x plan
flc assist pcotr, eXderl:r, etrtsahied
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ter.

A Bee an. l lvsis i t r  January of
census data aDd state f lood
naps fourd thal  nore th.rn
150,000 poor.  e lder ly and dis-
abled Sacranre|to residents l ive
in areas prone lo f looding. A
S.lcranrenlo Counly Srard jury

repof l . r  few molths later
iaui t&l  loc.r i  of{ ic ials for lacl( inB
an adequate plan to Bet those
fesidenls out and cal led for
such a plan to be corrpleted by
this monlh.

BLl l  i t  s  Iot  ( lone.

Counly Emergclcy Opefa'
t iors Cooidin.r tor Ricl(  Mar t inez
s.r i ( l lhat  whi le his ng0rcy is
rvorking on.r plart ,  i l  was cic-
layed by eDref8er)cy denrnnds
{ lur ing lhe recenl  heat wave.
l \4nrt incz snid i l  s l ioulcl  be re.ady
l i r is  i r l l ,

Micl lael  l lunne, Jr "rdv0cnle
!vi th l lesoufces [or I r ]deper)d€.nt
Liv inB,.r  loci l  Doi lprol i l  Broup
Ihi l  w0rks !v i th lh. ' !oor,  e[ i -
cr ly rnt l  c i isabled, isn ' t  holdirr ts
h's iJrc i l l r .

' ' ' I  hr rvhccls of tsoverrorcnt

turo s lowly,"  sajd Dunre, who
is part ial ly bl ind.

That 's why lhe ReLi Cfoss
program is " .r  good slart ,"
Dur ine said.  "Nol  count in8 on
government -  l l iat 's a good
thin8, too."

Off ic ials wi i l  star l  Siving oul
the ki ts or Sept.  I  I  dur inS a
l( ickoi f  eveDt at a locat ior yet to
be determiled. When oi{ ic ials
h.rve nai led dorvn the si te,  they
wi l l  posl  the locat ion on
www.ci( izenvoice.org,  and i l
wi l l  be pr ioted in ] 'he Bee.

Using about $500,000 in
doral ions, n0nprof i l  haders
have assembled about 10,000
l( i ts nrd plar lo orLier r i lore iJ
neer ied.  A $10 donat ioD is re
qucsted, but no( required.

" ' l 'here's a biB, BapinB hole in
disasler pl . rn i l ing,  "  said Gary
Dietr ich,  presidenl  o l  Ci l izcr l
Vr) ice, lhe cornDuri ty . lc l ior l
group workinB with t l le Re( l
Cross. "Wr. ve gol a lot  of  l )eo-
ple'hcre lvho are vul trr ' rable,
and t l rerc is no plaD. "

L0cal govei l i lnsrt  oI f ic i i ]s
.r fe behird thc l lcd Cr (rss l l lar;

Sh€ri f  f  John lv lcCir lness and

Marl i rez wi i l  be at  the Dews

conference 1odav. St i l l ,  Mar

l inez renl l i red uncertain
wherher t i re effort  wi l l  calch or.

" l  th i i l (  i t  is  a Bood thing,"

Mar t inez said. But,  he . ldded,
" lve ve nevcf qutte seen what

lv i l l  t i l (e hold and worl( ."
The Red Cross h.rs assjgl led

several  pcople to raise funds for

thc project.  They've also Lteen

beef inB up lhe ranks of  volun'

leers ior i loods,rrd other dis. ts-
tcrs lv iro coulcl  hardl t 'evacuees
once !hey.rrr ive nl  desigralr 'd
sheltc ' rs.  ] 'he cl i f l icul ly wi l l  be
gelt i i lg Ihf ln thefe.

' 'We.rrc goo. i  f i . l r l rer s with
lhe govefnnlent,"  sni i l  Joe Ayer,

chieI opi ' f r i j r ]g of l iccr of  the
Sacr.rnrc0l0 Sierf .  L-hnPler ol

thc Anrcf ic. l  l icd Cross. l lut
whtn big th i lgs hi l ,  i l  s  BoiDg lo
bf  tou8h. I t  s jL ist  tot  8ol l18 t t )

bc 'cnough.
gag

l lc Bcc -s iJ lr i / l4r l l r r-sr. . l r l  l rc

h 'a. lkr lo l  (916) 3]1-1 137 or
prr$(( l lsacba..0tn.


